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VBS 2015-SonSpark Labs , July 13-17
by Susan Wakuta, Elementary Children’s Director

At SonSpark Labs Vacation Bible School (VBS), our
young scientists participated in experiments and
hands-on activities to help them discover God’s plan
of salvation in Jesus. There were 206 children who
attend VBS and 86 children were visitors. There were
177 volunteers and 54 were youth. We also had great
participation from the Nichigo congregation with 14
volunteers and 9 families who attended.

This past week, the children learned about different
scientific laws like motion, gravity, and chain reaction.
They also learned a part of God’s plan every day: 2
Make Us; 2 Be With Us; 4 Us To Know Him; 2 Save
Us, and 2 Love Us 4 Ever.

We presented the Gospel message to the children
which coincided with this year’s church theme of
Evangelism. God’s entire plan is because of His great
love for us. God sent His Son, Jesus, to die on a cross
for our sins. Jesus rose from the dead, conquering sin
and death so we could be reconciled and restore our
relationship with God and receive the gift of eternal
life. And because of God’s love, we are not going to
wait around until we die and go to heaven. We learned
to share God’s love with others and become more like
Jesus. This is the Good News. Fifteen children made a
decision to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior and
17 children rededicated their lives to Jesus.

Our mission’s project this year was led by high school
youth, Ryan Tsukamoto, whose idea was collecting
backpacks and school supplies for children who
attended City Lights Vacation Bible School in Long
Beach. Our children had the opportunity to actually
sponsor a child. The VBS children did great. They
sponsored 82 children. Also, we collected 96
backpacks and we received 100 school supplies.

I thank God for the awesome week the children
experienced. I am personally grateful to the VBS Core
Team and all the volunteers who participated and led
a life of love just like Jesus.

Susan Wakuta
Children’s Elementary Director Photos by Silvio Carrara, Russell Nagata

and Mike Yogi
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BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR

GVBC Family,
Since my last report, your Board of Deacons met twice, June 2
and July 7. At our June meeting we approved the May 5
meeting minutes and the April financial statement as reported
by our Treasure Wes Harada. This report indicated a net
revenue of $15,564 for the month and an amount of $3,749
year-to-date.
Nehemiah 4 reported receipts of $32,792 and will be kept open
for those who wish to complete their commitment. Nehemiah 5
began in May with receipts of $94,87 — well above the straight-
line needed. However, this amount includes one-time payments
from some to cover their total commitment.

Your Board approved five new members to GVBC, Glenn
Hatanaka, Theresa Hatanaka, Steven Leach, Mae Puni and
Tsutomu Moteki [see page 5]. Please join me in welcoming our
newest members.

We also approved a new Target Ministry, "Meal Train" a
ministry which will provide meals to families in time of need.
This will be a volunteer group to support our members and
regular attendees who are not currently in a community group.

After much thought, discussion and consideration, your Board
reaffirms our recommendation of Rodney Tanaka's ordination
to the congregation.
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory
FROM TO
Merrick Yoshida and

Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Kazumi Yoshida
Alice Miyake In memory of Perry-to Nehemiah 5
Susie Shelley Frank & Doris Flower Anniversary

Doris I. Flower — to Nehemiah 5
Kathy Aiso in Honor of Toy Sato

to Pipe Organ Repair fund
Bob & Teresa Matsushima in memory of Lilly Takaki

to Nehemiah 5
Violet Okada Father’s on Father’s Day
Edith Kunishige in Honor of Toy Sato’s birthday

to the Love Fund
Ueda Memorial Fund Lois Hatsuko Ueda
Henry &  Sanaye Nagami Lilly Takaki
Kay Yashiro to Nehemiah 5
Brian Kawai Ruth Kawai — to Nehemiah 5
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

The Board approved the purchase of an Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) which will be available soon.
On July 7, your Board met and approved the meeting minutes
for June 2 and the May financial statement. Net revenue was
$25,597 for the month which increase our year-to-date to
$29,346. Overall, we are currently 3.8% above 2014.
Our Nehemiah 5 [N5] receipts for June was $196,033 which
also included approximately $150,000 in gifted stocks. As of
July 1, a principal reduction of $287,000 has been made on
the second unfixed loan.
Currently, 52% of the English-speaking members and regular
attendee units have made a commitment to Nehemiah 5 and
68% of our Nichigo members and regular attendee units are
commited. In total, 54% of our GVBC giving units have
committed to Nehemiah 5. It is not too late for all of us to
continue to encourage participation. Our primary goal to
achieve 100% participation should be attainable if we have
commitments to pray for N5 — another way to commit.

Your Board approved Akemi Honaker for membership.
Congratulations Akemi. We also approved removal of two
members due to their passing and are now with our Lord —
Ruth Kawai and Margaret Chomori.
The Board approved the recommendation by the Personnel
Committee to eliminate the vacant Music Director's position
and change the job description of the Worship Coordinator to
be called Worship, Music & Arts Coordinator. GVBC's own
Lee Matsunami has been hired for this position. In addition,
the position of Young Adult Pastor was created and will be
filled by Pastor Chris Koga [see page 7 article].
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Friday, August 14
10:00 a.m. check in begins
Driving range open
Putting contest (ends at 11:30 a.m.)
12:00 p.m. shotgun start

Rio Hondo Golf Course
10627 Old River School Road
Downey

Amateur golfers only

Par 3 Hole-in-One Prizes:

2015 Nissan Car sponsored by Gardena Nissan and additional
prizes.

Fee: $150 Early Bird Special (includes 7 free raffle tickets).
DEADLINE for Early Bird Special: payment and registration MUST BE received by

Sunday, July 26 [NOTE: deadline extended].
Fee after deadline: $165
Fee includes: Lunch, dinner banquet, shared golf cart, hole-in-one on par 3s, Tee

gifts/tournament polo shirt, range balls.

Our annual GVBC Golf Tournament raises funds to support our seminarians
as well as GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry. The funds will be divided equally
between our Friday Food Ministry, which feeds the disadvantaged and
homeless at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Gardena, and our Seminary
Scholarship Fund, which helps our seminarians with tuition. Our volunteers
work tirelessly to make sure this is one of the best tournaments around, both
for the golfers and for those who benefit from the funds raised.

Sponsorship Levels/Raffle Packages: We would be thankful for any
support from: Corporate sponsorships, Tee-sign sponsors, raffle gift
donations such as gift certificates, golf equipment/accessories, tickets to
sporting events, merchandise, small appliances, gift baskets, etc. We also need
golfers.

 Platinum Sponsor:  $2,500 or more entry for 4 players in tournament with
Options Package, Tee sign and recognition in tournament booklet

 Gold Sponsor:  $1,000 entry for 2 players in tournament with Options Package,
Tee sign and recognition in tournament booklet.

 Silver Sponsor:  $500 entry for 1 player in tournament with Options Package,
Tee sign and recognition in tournament booklet.

 Tee Sponsor:  $100 with a Tee sign placed on the course.

Registration & applications: In the Courtyard after the worship services . Look for
the Golf Tournament table or pick up an application
in the office.

Contacts: Chairman/Director — Keith Kimura kkimura.gvbcgolf@gmail.com
Player registration — Bill & Teresa Louie, tlouie17@gmail.com
Sponsorships — Tak Shimazaki, takshim@yahoo.com
Tee Sponsors — Harvey Ujimori, hujimori@sbcglobal.net

Bruce Yonamine, byonamine@gmail.com
Banquet Coordinator — Bruce Higashi, mondosquirt@yahoo.com
Volunteers — Frank Nakamura, akira777@sbcglobal,net

Richard Imatomi, rimatomi@sbcglobal.net

2015 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
IN MEMORY OF PERRY MIYAKE
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Thank you to the GVBC members who volunteered at this year's JCI Carnival held
the weekend of June 27 - 28 at the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (JCI)
on 162nd Street in Gardena.

This festival is an annual two-day carnival held at the end of June every year.
Beginning at noon on both Saturday and Sunday, the JCI Carnival has much to offer
by way of food, games, entertainment, and cultural demonstrations.

Every year the Neighborhood Ministry sends a handful of energetic GVBC volunteers
to help at this event. We do this in order to demonstrate God's love, be supportive to
local neighborhood organizations, and it's also a good chance to get to know our
neighbors.

We had about 10 volunteers who helped at the Combo Booth [some are pictured at
right top], serving chirashi, spam musubi, and other foods.

Thank you to everyone!

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS: JCI CARNIVAL
BY PAUL MATSUSHIMA, NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY

THE DANIEL PLAN
BY ANNETTE KAKIMOTO. ASSISTANT PASTOR, LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

We are encouraged to devote our entire selves and lives to the honor and glory of God. I Corinthians 10:31 says,
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  However, we often do not consider
our bodies as part of our worship of God. Our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 6:19), but we
may not have learned healthy ways of treating our body.

The Daniel Plan is a biblically based, practical course on developing a healthy lifestyle with your Faith, Food,
Fitness, Focus and Friends. This course was created by Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church and Drs.
Daniel Amen and Mark Hyman. GVBC Discipleship Ministries, in cultivating a holistic approach to our discipleship
and spirituality, will again be hosting the Daniel Plan course on Wednesday MORNINGS, from September 30 to
November 18, from 9:30 – 11:30 AM. A book and study guide are necessary for the course.

Register and pre-order your resources at the registration after either service. Please contact Diane Shinmoto or
Pastor Annette Kakimoto at GVBC (310/323-5683) if you have any questions.

On June 27, 2015, the GVBC Hula Ministry held its annual yard sale in West
Torrance.  Members of the group volunteered to set up and sell numerous
items such as clothing, books, DVDs, CDs, sports equipment, and kitchen
items to the public.  Much of the merchandise was graciously donated by the
church congregation.

The money raised through the yearly yard sales helps with the purchase of
fabric for specialized skirts and accessories worn by the hula group during their
performances at church services and other events.  The group is grateful for
the monies received each year. The members are especially thankful that, for
the first time, the amount raised is expected to exceed $1000 after all proceeds are received.

The Hula Group thanks everyone at GVBC who generously donated items or their time to make this year’s hula yard
sale a success.

HULA MINISTRY YARD SALE
BY DAVID CHENG



FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

OASIS CHAPEL RIFU, JAPAN SHORT-TERM MISSION TEAM

Our 2015 Japan Short-term Mission Team is geared up to leave. Three members have
already flown to Japan — Emi & Anna Osato and Minako Fujimoto. Tommy Park,
Tommy Morse, and Kate Bun will be flying out on Wednesday, July 29, arriving and
meeting up with the other team members in Tokyo on Thursday, July 30.

The team will be assisting and encouraging the Oasis Chapel staff and congregation in
various ministry opportunities, directed by Oasis Chapel staff. The team will serve as
ambassadors to future Japan teams from GVBC. They will also be helping out with the
International Camp and work at the church campsite.

On Saturday, August 1, the entire team will travel to Rifu. The next day, Sunday, they
will serve and fellowship at Rifu Oasis Chapel’s worship service. During the following
week they will fellowship with their host families; spend time with the Oasis youth; work
at the Kids’ Camp with other staff members. On Sunday, August 9 they will again take
part in the Rifu worship service.

By Monday, August 10, it’s time to say good-by to their new and old friends and travel back to Tokyo to catch their flight
which takes off on Tuesday, August 11. The team will return to LAX on Wednesday, August 12.

Prayers for the Japan Team and Oasis Chapel as well as Japan, which is still trying to recover from the devastating
tsunami, are needed from our GVBC family. Please pray for safe travels and God’s light will shine through each of our
Japan Team members.
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Japan Team Members are:
(L) Kate Bun, Anna & Emi
Osato, Minako Fujimoto,
Tommy Morse, Tommy Park

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Andrew & Christina (Hirano) Sunada who were married on Saturday,
July 18 at Peninsula Community Church. Proud parents are Jerry & Leora Sunada, along
with twin siblings, Jared & Sarah plus the entire Hirano family. Pastor Chris Koga officiated.

LETTERS FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
The family of the late Blossom Midori Tokishi sincerely thanks you for your many thoughtful expression of
sympathy. Your prayers, heartfelt words, generous gifts and warm presence have been a source of comfort,
support and strength. Thank you so much for the beautiful floral wreath to my mom’s service. I know she
would be very happy. Your kindness and caring are deeply appreciated. Thanks again. The Tokishi Family

A note from Toy Sato’s daughter, Carolyn: Mom is doing well. As you probably already know, she's in a rehab
facility until she gets strong enough to come home. We thank all at church for their prayers and well wishes.

THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
On Sunday, June 28 we extended the Right Hand of Fellowship to our new church members. Welcome to the

Glenn & Teresa Hatanaka Mae Puni Steven Leach



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, July 27, 6:00-8:00 P.M., Community Hall, Children
games will be from 6:00-7:00 P.M. Bring your friends and
family and enjoy some summer fun!  The evening includes
build-your-own ice cream sundae, popcorn, games and
crafts for kids, interactive hobby and learning exhibits and
summer entertainment. We do NEED LOTS OF HELP as
greeters, registration, kitchen and ice cream servers,
popcorn makers, beverage servers, friendship relations,
setup and clean up, kid's games and crafts, balloon
animals, hobby and learning exhibiters. Volunteer sign up
sheets are in the Narthex or the Courtyard at the Guest
Center. For more info, contact Cindy Matsuda at the Guest
Center in the Courtyard or email her at: cindy@gvbc.net

GREENHOUSE — MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY
— TUESDAY SUMMER FUN
 Tuesday, July 28 — Gym Night, 6:00 — 8:30pm,

Community Hall, cost: FREE!
For more information contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682, or
email: layne@gvbc.net

NO SENIOR EXERCISE ON THE MONDAYS OF:
July 27 and August 3. We will still meet on Wednesdays
and Fridays. Our regular exercise schedule will resume
starting Monday, Aug. 10.

NEXT WORK DAY
Saturday, August 1, starting at 8 AM. Come when you can
and leave when you must. No experience needed.

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, August 2 to Friday, August 7, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682,
layne@gvbc.net.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, August 8, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

WENDY KATAGI’S SUMMER CONCERT
Sunday, August 9, 3:00 — 4:00, Sanctuary. Wendy Katagi
will be singing original songs and Wes Terasaki songs
about God's love as well as other favorites covering a broad
range of genres from Broadway/Opera to popular music.
She will be accompanied by Tom Zink, Grammy nominated
musician on piano. The Adult Choir will also join her.
FREE admission. Invite your friends and family!  All ages
welcome. For more information, please contact Cindy
Matsuda, Evangelism Ministry Chairperson. Or, catch her at
the Guest Center table in the Courtyard after the worship
services. You can also email her at:
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 14, 12:00 p.m. shotgun start, Rio Hondo Golf
Course, Downey. [see page 3].

CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday, August 16, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and
who would like to become a member and/or be baptized.

201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
301 Class Part I & II, (August 16 & 23) Discovering
Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality,
Experience) and take the next step in the ministry
exploration process (must attend two-part series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how
to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday August 30
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 22, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113
(adjacent to the kitchen). All men welcome to join us for a
delicious breakfast and video series called “God at War”
from the same producers of “Not a Fan.” Sign up in the
Courtyard after the worship services or call the church
office. The next Men’s Breakfast will be on September 26.

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Friday, August 28, 7:00 — 9:30 p.m., Sanctuary. The
Women's Community Committee is planning a special
evening of praise and worship on August 28. The theme of
the evening is “Amazing God.” Three praise teams will lead
us in songs and scripture which proclaim the amazing
attributes of our Heavenly Father. We will be reciting
scriptures and conclude our evening with a time of
refreshments and fellowship in the courtyard.
There will be no charge for this event. Instead, we are
asking for donations for our refreshment table. Registration
for this event begins on Sunday, August 2. We look forward
to seeing you at our first Women's Community Praise and
Worship Night. Bring a friend!

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

OFFICE CLOSED Monday, September 7 Labor Day

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 3 to Sunday, October 4, Victory Ranch.
Save the date.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, October 12 Columbus Day

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 31. Room Set up will be on Thursday,
October 29 starting at 2:00 p.m. and erector setup on
Friday, October 30.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 1. Fall BACK one hour.

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 6 & 7. Special speaker is Ellen Hong. Friday
night 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. will be a wonderful night of worship
— singing praises to God led by Wendy Katagi and the
Women’s Worship Team and a devotional from Ellen Hong.
From 8:00 — 9:00 p.m. there will be refreshments in Room
201 and the Courtyard. On Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. we hear two messages from Ellen Hong, join in with
discussion groups, enjoy a delicious lunch, and participate in
afternoon activity which will be a mission project.
We’ll end the weekend with the Women’s Worship
Team. Our director is Chris Umetsu. 6
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, August 5 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 2.

Announcements

INTRODUCTION OF LEE MATSUNAMI & CHRIS KOGA
We want to welcome two new staff members to our GVBC staff.

Please welcome Lee Matsunami as our new Worship Music and Arts Coordinator.
Lee is part of our family, having grown up and served in worship here at GVBC and he’s got a big heart and vision for
where he feels God is leading our church in worship. “But wait. Lee’s a drummer!” you may be thinking…and
understandably so. One year ago, when JJ Frey  moved on, the Worship Committee made a very intentional decision to
chance our job search from a “worship leader” to a “worship coordinator”. In other words, we were looking more for
someone to cast vision, train and equip others, and work from the inside out to strengthen the leadership of the whole
church family in worship. After a year of waiting, we believe the Lord has called Lee for such a position.

We have already spent many hours with Lee praying to the Lord and dreaming of where He might lead us in the future.
We are confident and excited to bring in Lee as our new worship coordinator. If you see him around, feel free to give him
a handshake, maybe a kiss on cheek, and talk with him; we believe you’ll quickly resonate with his heart for our church
family.

If you have any questions or comments about any of this, feel free to contact me.

Welcome back, Pastor Chris Koga, new Young Adult Pastor
Welcome back Pastor Chris Koga, our new Young Adult Pastor. Pastor Chris is coming back from a 9-month leave.
During that time, he was able to get some much needed rest and renew his heart and commitment to the Lord. Chris has
always carried a big heart to train and equip young people to become future leaders and servants of our great God. We
look forward to working with him in this new season of ministry as he works to strengthen and encourage the young adult
generation of our church family.

INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED FOR ADULT CHOIR
The Adult Choir is looking for instrumentalists to accompany them in the Sanctuary during the August 2 first service
communion time. Kazuko Yasukawa will be playing the piano and Gayle Asato will conduct the choir & musicians.

We’re looking for a violin/cello or violin/guitar or flute/guitar ensemble.

Music sheets will be made available to you in the church office or you can join our choir rehearsal on Thursday nights,
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in Room 250 [no choir on Thursday, July 16, VBS week].

If you are interested in accompanying the Adult Choir please contact Gayle Asato at haruyo56@earthlink.net or call the
office and leave a message for Gayle.

WE NEED TWO WHEELCHAIRS

Do you have a wheelchair that you would like to donate to GVBC?

We are looking to have 2 extra wheelchairs to be made available for emergencies.

If so, please call the office.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Series Title: Grace so Glorious
SUNDAY, JULY 26
Pastor Steve Langley
Creation ~ Genesis 1:10

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2/COMMUNION
Pastor James Chang
The Law ~ Exodus 20:2

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
Pastor Steve Langley
King David ~ Psalm 51

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
Pastor James Chang
Jesus Christ ~ John 1:14

YOUTH SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Pastor Steve Langley
Nicodemus ~ John 3:3

BAPTISM SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
Pastor James Chang
The Nations ~ Acts 15:9-11


